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Synopsis

Incorporating the latest scholarly research, the third edition of A History of the Ancient Near East ca.
30004 “323 BC presents a comprehensive overview of the multicultural civilizations of the ancient
Near East. Integrates the most up-to-date research, and includes a richer selection of
supplementary materials Addresses the wide variety of political, social, and cultural developments in
the ancient Near East Updated features include new & ceKey Debatea « boxes at the end of each
chapter to engage students with various perspectives on a range of critical issues; a comprehensive
timeline of events; and 46 new illustrations, including 12 color photos Features a new chapter
addressing governance and continuity in the region during the Persian Empire Offers in-depth,

accessible discussions of key texts and sources, including the Bible and the Epic of Gilgamesh
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Customer Reviews

a ceThis is the third edition of a classic made all the more popular as we try to understand the
origins of todaya ™s Middle East with its wars, hatreds, dictatorships, genocides and infamous new
caliphates that hold nothing but terror for those who will not bow the knee to jihadi dogma.a *A
(Unrv.com, 1 January 2016) & ceFor these reasons and for many more, this volume deserves

considerable praise and lasting admiration.a *A (RBECS.org, 27 December 2015)

Incorporating the latest scholarly research in this rapidly developing field, the third edition of A
History of the Ancient Near East ca. 30004 “323 BC presents a comprehensive overview of the

extraordinary multicultural civilizations of the ancient Near East. Presenting the regiona ™s complex



history in a concise and accessible manner, chapters begin with the emergence of writing around
3000 BC, and proceed with the origins of the first cities in Mesopotamia and growth of the
Babylonian and Hittite kingdoms up to the rise of the Assyrian and Persian empires. Concluding
chapters address the transformation of the ancient Near East by the conquests of Alexander the
Greata "with a new chapter addressing governance and continuity in the region during the Persian
Empire. Other updates include a comprehensive timeline of events, 30 new illustrations, and
expanded coverage of the myriad political events, military campaigns, and social and cultural
developments that emerged throughout the Near East over the course of more than three millennia.
Another notable update is the inclusion of Key Debate boxes designed to illuminate differing
perspectives on various critical issues after each chapter. A History of the Ancient Near East ca.
3000-323 BC, Third Edition, enhances its reputation as one of the most accessible introductions to

the rich and complex history of ancient Near Eastern civilizations available today.

This book gave me exactly what | look for when | ordered it. A good survey of the history of this part
of the world, with decent treatment of its interactions with those parts of the world outside it.

Accurate, brief but sufficiently for to get you the picture.

| decided to rent it, and it was a great decision, the book looks great, and I'll definitely enjoy studying

it!

If you need a broad, general, survey of the history of the ancient near east this is a great option. If
you are looking for extreme detail or special treatment of a topic you have a bias for or a passionate
interest in ( perhaps the ancient Israelites and biblical history ) you will need to supplement this
general survey with a book specializing in the particular aspect of the ancient near east you are

interested in.

Fascinating read. It navigates a complex, long period of history, highlighting major figures with the
research available. I'd highly recommend it to anyone interested in learning more about this period
of history.

On time. As described. What else could one ask for?

Much history, such ancient
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